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deliver what he receives; so         I design,          I trust him

with this, to give a memorial along with it; for if my
former has miscarried, 1 am half                to give the

blame, I find 3?ou a little lament your bondage, in-
deed in your case it requires a good share of philosophy:
but if you will not be angry, I believe I may have         the

cause you are still a prisoner; for i Imagine my former
letter was intercepted by the French court, when the most
Christian King reading one passage in it and duly con-
sidering the weight of the person who wrote it(, where I saidt
if the French King understood your value as well as we do,
he would not exchange you for Count Taliard, and a!! the
debris of Blenheim together: for I must confess, I did not
rally when 1 said so.1

I hear your good sister, the Queen of Pomunki, waits
with impatience till you are restored to your dominions:
and that your rogue of a viceroy returns money fast for
England, against the time he must retire from his govern-
ment. Meantime Philips writes verses in a sledge, upon
the frozen sea} and transmits them hither to thrive in our
warmer clime under the shelter of my Lord Dorset." I
could send you a great deal of news from the Republics
Grubstrset aria, which was never in greater altitude, though
I have been of late but a small contributor. A cargo of
splinters from the Arabian rocks have been lately ship-
wrecked In the Thames, to the irreparable damage of the
virtuosi. Mrs. Long and I are fallen out; I shall not trouble
you with the cause, but do not you think her altogether in the
wrong?3 But Mrs. Barton is still in my good graces; I de-

1  Unless Swift kept copies of the letters it is to be presumed that
the former letter to Hunter as well as this one reached its destination.
Marshal Tallard9 who had been brought to England in Marlborough's
train after the battle of Blenheim, remained a prisoner in that country
until 1712, but Hunter regained his liberty a few months after this
letter was written. It had been reported in the previous August tbat
he was to be exchanged for the Bishop of Quebec (Luttrell, op. a/.,
vi, 336),

2  The verses appeared in the twelfth number of the " Tatler," as ** a
winter piece worthy of the most learned painter.'1

3  This was the occasion evidently of "A Decree for concluding the
Treaty between Dr. Swift and Mrs.  Long/* which was doubtless
written at that time (u Prose Works/' xi, 383).  Swift is described in
the *' DecreeJJ as of Leicester Fields, where, as appears from his letter
to Archbishop King of 12 March (sM^ra^ p. 141), he was then staying
with Sir Andrew Foontaine. p. 128.ds3
